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LETTER from George Mathercs, Esq. to the Poor Law Commissioners. 
(No. 3420 — D/40.) 

Sir, Dublin, 22 June 1840. 

O N my own part, and on that of others interested as trustees of Presbyterian 
meeting-houses, I beg to represent that we conceive ourselves aggrieved by 
the valuators of the Dublin Union having, under the instructions of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, assessed to the rates the sum paid as salary to Presbyterian 
ministers, out of the pew rents of our meeting-houses. 

These buildings are erected by the respective congregations, who defray the 
necessary expenses of public worship by charging the members or families for the 
pew accommodation which they occupy. The congregation makes no profit by 
letting out the pews to each other ; and in a great majority of cases the amount 
does not cover the current expenses, leaving the deficiency to be met by extra 
collections. 

We conceive that the repairs of the chapel, allowances to a sexton and clerk, 
and, in particular, salary to a minister, are all necessary expenses ; for without the 
services of the minister, the building would produce scarcely anytliing. 

I may further mention that the meeting-houses now rated, are exclusively 
appropriated to public worship. In England such buildings are exempted from 
poor-rate by the 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 30, and if a different rule is to be applied to 
Ireland, application to Parliament will become necessary. 

I shall be glad to receive any reply on the subject which may be thought 
expedient, 

And remain, &c. 

William Stanley, Esq. (signed) Geo. Mathem. 



LETTER from the Commissioners to George Mathexes, Esq. in Reply to the 
foregoing. 

(No. 3420— D/40.) 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 23 June 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 22d instant, complaining that the valuators of the Dublin Union had 
272. assessed 
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2 CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 



assessed to the poor-rate the sam paid as salary to Presbyterian ministers, out of 
the pew rents of the meeting-houses of which you are a trustee. 

In reply, the Commissioners desire to state, that they have issued only general 
instructions to the Boards of Guardians on the subject of valuing rateable pro- 
perty, and have not entered into anv investigation as to how far any special case 
of a building used as a place of worship comes within the exception from the 
exemption provided by the 63d section of the Irish Poor Relief Act. The Com- 
missioners recommend that any instance in which it is apprehended that the 
Board of Guardians has departed from the principles of the statute, or from the 
instructions of the Commissioners, be brought before the notice of the Board of 
Guardians, in order that the error, if any, may be rectified in the next and all 
subsequent rates; by taking this course, the expense of an appeal, which is the 
remedy pointed out in the Act for persons aggrieved in such cases, may probably 
be avoided. 

By order of the Board, 

To Geo. Mathews, Esq. (signed) TV. Stanley, 

Assistant Secretary. 



FURTHER LETTER from the Commissionkus to George Mathews, Esq, 
(No. 3420 — D/40.) 

Poor Law Commission Office-, 

Sir, Dublin, 23 July 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, since the date of their letter in reply to your 
application of the 22d ultimo respecting the rateability of pew rents derived from 
houses of worship, have conferred with their law adviser for the purpose of ascer- 
taining whether there has been any decision of the English Courts on the provision 
of the Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 30, which the Irish Poor Relief Act follows, in 
exempting houses of worship from rates only so far as no rent, or other personal 
profit or advantage, shall be derived from them. 

It appears that there has been a case (R. v. Agar, 14 East, 255,) before the 
English Courts, in which the trustees of a Methodist meeting-house who received 
rents for the pews, were held to be rateable, although they expended the rents in 
repairs, and in the support of public worship. In this case, the principle on which 
such property is rateable, and of which the Act referred to is only declaratory, was 
thus stated by Mr. Justice Bailey: — 

“ The property itself is rateable, and the trustees are tlie proper persons to be 
rated for it. It is a house, and the statute of Elizabeth says that the occupiers of 
houses are rateable. It produces profit ; for certain sums are annually paid into 
the hands of the persons rated by those who rent the pews. Then it is objected 
that part of the money so received, which is applied to the salaries of the preachers, 
is referable to them, and not to the house, and that if there were no preachers 
there would be no pew rents received. 

“ This, therefore, being property which in its nature is rateable, and profit being 
ill fact made of it, and that profit passing, in the first instance, through the 
hands of the trustees, I see 110 doubt hut that they are rateable for it.” 

The ministers of the F.stablished Church being, under the Irish Poor Relief 
Act, rateable for their incomes derived from tithe or minister’s money, there would 
apjiear, in principle, to be no ground for claiming an exemption for pew rents, 
wliicli constitute the income of the clergymen officiating in the house of worship 
to which your application relates. 

By order of the Board, 

(signed) W. Stanley, 

To George Mathews, Esq. Assistant Secretary. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



r 



AND TRUSTEES OF PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN DUBLIN. 3 



LETTER from George Mathews, Esq. to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4202 — D/40.) 

T Dublin, 28 July 1840. 

1 BEG to express to you my thanks for the trouble taken by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners with reference to my communication of tlie 22cl ultimo, but the case 
named m your letter as to the construction of the Act 3 & 4 W. 4 c to wan 
decided 22 years before the Act passed. ’ ^ ’ 

By that case and several others, both before and after it. pew rents of meetiog. 
houses were held rateable. The Act of 1833, however, exempted from rate all 
meeting-houses that are exclusively appropriated to public worship ; and vou are 
pleased to state that the Irish Poor Law Act follows that of 1833 : we thoucht 
so too t but in Dublin a totally different course has been taken, and several 
meeting-houses, exclusively appropriated to religious uses, have been rated by the 
Poor Law Valuators, contrary to the Act of 1833, but quite in accordance with 
the practice 111 England prior to that Act. Now, it Is of this we complain ■ that 
while exclusive appropriation to religious use is of itself sufficient to exempt from 
ratmg a meelmg-liouse in England, it is not sufficient to exempt it in Ireland 
allhough both virtually under the same law. 

The Act of 1833 did not extend to Ireland, for no poor law at that time 
existed in this country, requiring any such remedy 5 but if in the judgment of the 
Commissioners, the Irish Poor Law Act gives the benefits of the Act of 1833 we 
are satished, and ask no more, and under it respectfully represent, that exclusive 
appropriation to religious use excludes assessment on chapels or meeting-houses. 

Should there be any doubts, however, on the point, it is only fair that the Act 
of 1833 be extended to Ireland ; and as there is a Bill now before Parliament to 
exempt stock in trade from poor-rate, a clause could readily be engrafted on it 
placing us on the same footing as we would be in England. ' 



William Stanley, Esq. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Geo. Mathews. 
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